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Goal(s)/Theory(ies) of the children

Materials/Dialogue/Strategies used/Documentation Teacher Reflections: What does this encounter l
mean? Why is it important? What did this reveal new
about the child(ren)? How does it tie to past
observations/learning?

What Next/Next Provocations and/or Materials/Now What/ .
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This sheet has evolved over the past several years- with the greatest evolution coming after my on line course work with Dr.George Forman and particularly as our center has worked the past two years with his company Videatives Inc. in supplying video footage for consideration for their use.
When observing and recording on this sheet I will make numerous blank sheets and keep the documentation running! Sometimes I just turn the sheet over and continue depending on my mood!


George Forman defines this as:
"The Goal: what was the child(ren) trying to do, to make happen? What was the child's intention?"

Leslie Gleim Carousel Center
Teacher's Voice
This shift in my thinking to goals, strategies, and theories has had a profound influence in my observationing of ALL children. In this shift I find my documentation (digital stills and digital video) more focused and centered on children's learning and thinking. Thus I'm staying much closer to the work of the children.
** Before this shift at this point I had here:Child's(ren's) Hypothesis/Questions/Theory(ies)

Note
George Forman defines this:
"Theory: Given the relationship between the goal and the strategy what assumption makes the strategy reasonable or sensible?"

Owner
Note
George Forman defines this as or asks us to consider this:

Strategy: What method or means did the child(ren) use to create the effect? What action or approach did the child(ren) use? 

Leslie Gleim Carousel Center
Teacher's Voice
Materials/Dialogue/Strategies: section is open for flexibility- I may note materials used or didn't use, dialogue and always insert the strategies used by the child (ren). 

I also like to make a quick note as to what type of documentation tools that I used to capture this encounter - digital still/digital video. (Note that when I use digital video this form generally reflects what I was observing up until the point that I began video taping then I let the digital video camera become my eyes and ears). I will toggle between notes and digital stills as well. Again your observation notes are for your "revisiting". I found this piece of George's very powerful it is from his article Beyond the Attentive Eye- Dr. Forman writes: “Understanding does not flow from the documentation itself. Rather documentation creates an attitude of reflective practice, a memory aid for details, and a platform for discourse…documentation without a theory of learning and development will create no more than detailed records of the experience. We need to make the leap to interpretation so that we can move from a record of an experience to an implication for new experiences that expand and develop the first.”


Leslie Gleim Carousel Center
Teacher's Voice
I found that it is helpful just to have a few probing questions in this category to start my reflective thinking. Particularly the questions- WHY? Why is this important? And the question SO WHAT? These three questions I use to "haunt" me and to drive my thinking deeper. I keep them echoing in my mind at each turn! Sometimes I will insert state standards into this column (just as a reference).
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This form maybe used for an individual child or used when observing a group.
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This piece/section has also evolved and takes me into a mindset of possibility thinking. I have expanded it into these 3 focus points prior to 2003 I simply had Next Steps. These are key as they tie into what I have observed. I feel that these 3 focus steps again force me to think deeper into what I'm observing as it ties to the children's work. It causes me to think about future possibilities and how to frame those possibilities for when the children come back into this encounter the next time.
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Teacher's Voice and Warning
Please note that this is copyrighted and if you use this sheet please include this piece.
Leslie Gleim
Carousel Center
Portsmouth, Ohio
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PLEASE NOTE: TEACHER'S VOICE
As you may note this sheet isn't revolutionary but it is a tool that creates and sets or guides the teacher into reflective mindset. After using this sheet for a while you will find yourself  automatically shifting into this mindset and way of working and observing children. PLEASE use this as a beginning point for thought and expansion! It also can serve as a "lesson' plan Reggio focused. 
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Materials:I like to document the materials used particularly noting what they do or don't do with them- thus when I get to the bottom of this page I can note any changes, additions or what I want to keep the same regarding materials as a provocation or the next possibilities with these materials!




